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cruisers and destroyers were based on Colonsay, and when
hostilities commenced they had several actions with the enemy's
blockading craft, and inflicted, but also suffered, considerable
loss. I hid the whole of my force behind Gigha Island, which,
like Colonsay, was supposed to be fortified, and watched the
Red patrols from a lookout station on the hill. I decided to
leave the enemy alone until I had some definite object in view.
With the exception of a small watching patrol of destroyers, to
report any movements to the northward, my force lay quiet for
five days, much to the annoyance, I was told, of the destroyers
who were spoiling to go out and attack the enemy's patrol.

When I was ordered to sail, my scouts and destroyers under
the command of Captain Godfrey Paine in the Sapphire fell on
the right flank of the enemy's patrol line and rolled it up to the
westward and northward, while I escaped with the transports
and four cruisers, keeping close inshore, unseen and unreported,

I had always thought the close blockade of our war plan was
unpractical and invited attack in overwhelming superiority at
any selected point.

At that time our submarine service, with the exception of Di,
consisted of small craft, really only fit for local defence. Di,
however, the only submarine we possessed capable of operating
at any distance from our coast, proceeded under her own power
from Portsmouth to the west coast of Scotland, and in spite of
having one engine disabled, cruised off the Blue base for two or
three days and torpedoed two of the Colonsay cruisers, Diys
enterprising exploit opened the eyes of the First Sea Lord,
Admiral Sir Arthur Wilson, to the offensive possibilities of
submarines, which he had hitherto regarded as defensive vessels.

A couple of months after the manoeuvres, I was summoned to
the Admiralty and offered the appointment of Inspecting Captain
of Submarines. I protested that I knew nothing about submarines
except second-hand from my brother, who was one of the pioneer
submarine officers; that the existing Inspecting Captain and
his two predecessors were torpedo specialists; that it was a highly
technical service, and I was a mere " Salt Horse " without any
specialist attainments. The Naval Secretary, Rear-Admiral
Troubridge, replied that that was just what Sir Arthur wanted,
a sea-going officer who had every prospect of being a young
Admiral, who could be. relied upon to bring the submarine